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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit 
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2021 – Follow-Up Session 

 

YEAR 11  ENGLISH              MARKING SCHEME 

 
Half marks are to be rounded up only after the global mark has been arrived at                          

(e.g. 55½ = 56). No marks are to be rewarded if answers are not spelled correctly. 

Section A – LANGUAGE                                                                          15 MARKS 

A.  Fill in with the correct form of the verb in brackets. The first one (0) has 

been done for you.                                         (½ mark x 10 = 5 marks) 

 

1. sees  6. was organised 

2. is  7. attended 

3. travel  8. were created 

4. began  9. takes 

5. took  10. is 

 
B.  Fill in with the correct preposition. The first one (0) has been done for you. 

                                                                               (½ mark x 10 = 5 marks) 

 

1. in  6. of 

2. in/on   7. between 

3. with  8. on 

4. at  9. about 

5. to  10 of 

 
C.  Fill in the blanks with a suitable word. The first one (0) has been done for 

you.                                                                      (½ mark x 10 = 5 marks) 

 

1. earth  6. health/wellbeing 

2. future  7. convert 

3. one  8. range/variety 

4. world  9. survival 

5. part/aspect/element  10 late 

 

 

 

Track 1 
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Section B – READING COMPREHENSION                                              20 MARKS 

Note: 

 Markers are reminded not to penalise language errors unless what is written 
is unintelligible. 

 Answers do not have to be in full sentences. 

 Unless otherwise instructed, award marks for answers, which include the 
following content, which may also be rephrased. 

 

1. Underline the correct answer.                                (½ mark x 2 = 1 mark) 

a. Which of the following tabs would you click on to read this article? 

ii.  News   

 

b. According to the text, before the incident happened, the four teenagers 

iii.  were surfing at Trinidad State beach. 

 

2. What TWO things made it difficult for the four teenagers to locate where the cries 

were coming from?                                        (1 mark x 2 = 2 marks)

                             

a. the foggy evening 

b. high waves  
 

 

3. Quote a 4-word-phrase found between lines 5 - 8 that means that the four 
teenagers went to help the brothers immediately.                            (2 marks) 

 ‘instantly sprang into action’ (lines 6-7) 

4. Underline the correct answer.                                              (1 mark)  

The situation the four teenagers were in was stressful because 

        b.   there was no time to lose. 

 

5.   Why was it hard for Spenser to save the older brother on his own?  

                                                                                                         (1 mark) 

Accept similar answers.  

He weighed between 100 and 120 kilograms. / He was too heavy to carry 

on his own. 

 

6. According to Spenser, what did the two brothers have a difficult time doing? 

         (1 mark) 

 They were struggling to keep their heads above water.  
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7. How did the two brothers find themselves in that situation?  

                                                                                      (1 mark x 2 = 2 marks) 

 Accept similar answers to the following: 

 They had been enjoying a day at the beach (1 mark) when a rip current 

swept them away into deep water. (1 mark) 

 

8. Are these statements TRUE or FALSE? Underline the correct answer and give a 

reason.                                                                          (1 mark x 5 = 5 marks) 

 Award marks only if both of the answers are correct.   

 

a. The two brothers were not wearing a wet suit.   

True because they were wearing T-shirts and shorts. 

b. The rescue of the two brothers lasted hours.  

False because the heroic swim took several minutes (before they 

pulled the brothers ashore.) 

c. It was the rescuers’ first time at the beach where the incident happened. 

False because the teenage rescuers regularly surf there together 

(until dark after football practice).  

d. Only the two inexperienced swimmers were checked over by the 

paramedics.  

False because all the boys had been checked over by paramedics. 

e. The rescuers did not get to know the two swimmers they had saved.  

True because they never got the swimmers’ names. 

 

9. What do these words refer to in the text?               (½ mark x 4 = 2 marks) 

a. They (line 5): The 15- and 16 year-old surfers/ the (four) surfers / the 

experienced surfers / the (four) teenagers / the teenage surfers  

b. who (line 14): the swimmers / the two brothers / the inexperienced 

swimmers 

c. them (line 19):  the swimmers / the two brothers / the inexperienced 

swimmers 

d. me (line 36): Spenser 
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10.  What do the following words mean in the text?          (½ mark x 4 = 2 marks)                                

a.  locate (line 4):  find/ trace / discover / pinpoint  

b.  distressed (line 7): stressed / upset / distraught / troubled / panicked 

/ panic-stricken  

c.    chilly (line 23): cold / icy / frosty   

d.  mindful (line 34): (be) careful / take care / wary / keep your eyes open

  

11.  Underline the most appropriate answer.                      (1 mark)                                          

 The main purpose of this article is 

        a.  to inform the reader about a successful rescue story. 

 

 

Section C – LITERATURE                                                          20 MARKS 

UNPREPARED TEXT – POETRY                                                   10 marks  

1. Underline the correct answer:                                (½ marks x 3 = 1½ marks) 

a. The word “they” in the first line refers to: 

        iv.   clothes swinging on a line.  

 

b. The tone in the poem is: 

        ii.    joyful and energetic. 

 

c. In the first stanza the poet uses a: 

i.    regular rhythm that reminds the reader of the beat in music. 

 

2. What is the rhyme scheme of the first stanza?                             (½ mark)    

aaaa   
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3. Underline the correct answer.                                          

 

a. The line ‘Flip, flap, flop’ (line 3) in stanza 1 refers to the sense of 

        i.   sound.                                                                             (1 mark)  

 

b. The repetition of the sound of the underlined letters in the line ‘Flip, flap, flop 
(line 3) is called: 

        iii.   alliteration                                                                             (1 mark)

  

 

4. a.  “Flutt'ring creatures as white as snow (line 4)                                   (1 mark)    

       Like restive horses they caper and prance; Like fairy-tale witches they wildly 

dance;” (lines 5 & 6) 

  What figure of speech does the poet make use of in these lines? Underline 

the correct answer.                                                                     

             i.   simile 

 

5. What do you think is the setting of the second and third stanzas?              (1 mark) 

 

 A windy place (where one hangs clothes to dry) like a roof/ 

terrace/yard/garden.  

  

 

6. “Nobody knows where she now can be, 

Hid in a ditch, or drowned in the sea.” (lines 15 & 16)         (½ mark x 2 = 1 mark) 

a. What is the speaker referring to in the above lines? 

  The/a handkerchief 

b. Quote ONE line from the poem to support your answer. 

 ‘She was my handkerchief not long ago’ (line 17) 

 

 

7. How does the tone in the last stanza contrast with the rest of the poem?  

                                    (2 marks) 

Accept any other suitable answers 

In the first four stanzas the speaker sounds cheerful but by the last 

stanzas the tone changes to a sad one (since the handkerchief is now lost 

and won’t return). 

 

         

8. Underline the correct answer.  

What do you think is the message of the poem?                      (1 mark)  

ii.  People struggle to get free from the things that hold them back and 

never return.  
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UNPREPARED TEXT – PROSE                                                                   10 marks  

1. Underline the correct answer.         (½ mark x 3 = 1½ marks) 

a.  The passage is written in the         

i. first person. 

b.  The mother is described “like a big dark shadow” (line 1) while approaching 

the child. What figure of speech is this?                                   

iii.   simile 

c.  The figure of speech in question b gives the idea that: 

 

ii.  something bad is about to happen.  

 

 

2. What kind of feeling is created by the image in line 7: “Raindrops of sweat drip 

down from my neck”?                 (1 mark) 

 Accept any one of the following: 

 fear / nervousness / anxiety / the child is scared / frightened / nervous 

/ anxious 

 

3. Tick () ONE similarity between the child and the scorpion in the table below. 

                                                    (½ mark) 

       The child and the scorpion both: 

 

  

4. Quote an example of onomatopoeia used from lines 7 – 11.                     (½ mark) 

 ‘toc, toc, toc’ (line 9) 

  

 

 

 

i.  feel trapped.  

ii.  manage to escape.  

iii.  fall down the stairs.  

iv.  sting.  
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5. What does “The kitchen feels like winter” (line 13) mean in the text?   

Tick () the correct answer.                      (½ mark)                     

                   

i.  Raindrops were dripping down.  

ii.  It was very dark.  

iii.  The shock of the sting made the child feel very cold.  

 

 

6. The narrator says, “I’m trembling in the dark. Then arms lift me up and it’s Mum. 

She carries me outside into the light” (lines 14-15). What do darkness and light 
symbolise in these lines? Complete the sentences below:                       

                        (1 mark x 2 = 2 marks)           

 
i. Darkness symbolises danger/harm/pain/fear 

ii. Light symbolises safety/relief/peace 

 

7. a.  What figure of speech is used in: “I’m curled in a ball,” (line 17?)       
                         (1 mark x 2 = 2 marks) 

  metaphor 

 
 

b. How is the child feeling here?  

  scared / frightened /hurt / in pain 

 

8. a.  What figure of speech is used in “She unpeels me like an orange” (line 17)  

                         (1 mark x 2 = 2 marks) 

 
  simile  

 

 

b.  How does the mother make the child feel here?  

       safe / relieved /calm 
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Section D – COMPOSITION 25 MARKS  

Writing Marking Scheme  

Yr 11 Tr 1   

(based on 25 marks)   Excellent – very good Good- average Below average- weak 

  4  3-2  1-0  

Task Achievement and 

Relevance  (4 marks)  

Task is fully achieved.  

Text type features are 
appropriate.  

Content is completely relevant.  

Task is partly achieved.  

Text type features are mostly 
appropriate.  Content is mostly 

relevant  

Task is hardly achieved. Text 
type features are 
inappropriate.  

Content is not relevant.  

Organisation and Linking   

(4 marks)   

Paragraphs are well-organised 

and cohesive. Effective use of 

linking words.  

Paragraphs are adequately 

organised and mostly cohesive.  

Adequate use of linking words.   

Paragraphs are poorly organised 

and hardly cohesive.  

Poor or no use of linking words.  

Vocabulary   (4 marks)   A wide range of 
vocabulary is used 

appropriately.  Good 
use of register.  

  

A moderate range of vocabulary 
is used mostly appropriately.  

Adequate use of register.  

A limited range of vocabulary is 
used hardly appropriately.   

Poor use of register.  

 8-7 6-3 2-0 

Grammatical accuracy   

(8 marks)   

Grammatical structures are 

widely varied and accurate.   
Accurate use of punctuation with 

the occasional minor error.   

Grammatical structures are 

adequately varied and mostly 
accurate.   

Adequate use of punctuation.  

Grammatical structures are 

limited and mostly inaccurate. 

Poor use of punctuation which 

hinders communication.  

 5-4 3-2 1-0 

Spelling   (5 marks)   Spelling of low-frequency words 

mostly accurate with the 
occasional minor error.  

 0 mistakes = 5marks  
1-2 mistakes = 4 marks  

Spelling of low-frequency words 

fairly accurate.  
3-4 mistakes = 3 marks  

5-6 mistakes = 2 marks  

Spelling of low-frequency and 

high-frequency words mostly 
inaccurate.   

7-8 mistakes = 1 mark  
9+ mistakes = 0 marks  

 

 Word count:  Between 145 and 149 or 201 and 205, deduct 1 mark; below 145 or over 205, deduct 2 marks.    


